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LATE  NEWS 


.Pk^Brj.i;4j).h_ 'government  has  agreed  to  open  negotiations  with  Denmark 
for  exports  of  eggs,  bacon  and  butter  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Negotiations 
regarding  eggs  were  scheduled  to  open  August  7,  bacon  on  August  Ih,  and 
butter  sometime  after  August  15.    The  terms  under  xrhich  these  items 
are  being  delivered  are  subject  to  renegotiation  on  October  1st,  Denmark 
is  hopeful  of  obtaining  a  price  increase  for  butter,  particularly  since 
one  has  recently  boon  granted  for  New  Zealand. 

Because  of  the  obligation  to  deliver  the  contracted  amount  of 
butter  to  tho  United  Kingdom,  Denmark  is  unable  to  supply  1,000  metric 
tonB  of  butter  to  Franco,  where  prices  are  twice  as  high.    The  trade 
agreement  with  Franco  provides  for. 3, 000  metric  tons  if  supplies  are 
available. 

Indonesian  exports  listed  for  Finland  in  1952-53  include,  among 
other  commodities,  220  short  tons  of  palm  oil  and  2,200  tons  of  copra 
under  a  trade  agreement  signed  by  the  2  countries  in  Helsinki,  Pro- 
vision also  was  made  tentatively  for  the  export  of  peanuts  to  Finland 
under  quotas  for  miscellaneous  exports  from  Indonesia.    In  exchange, 
Finland's  exports  to  Indonesia  would  be  made  up  almost  entirely  of 
various  products  from  its  forest  industry.    Tho  agreement,  which  is 
in  the  form,  of  supplementary  minutes  to  the  basic  Trade  Agreement  of 
April  11,  I951 ,  will  govern  exchanges  for  the  period  April  1,  1952 
through  March  31,  1953, 

Philippine  copra  exports  in  July  1952  of  ;i*2,153  long  tons  were 
to  the  following  countries:    United  States --19,516  Pacific -13,850; 
Gulf -5, 666);  Canada --2,250;  Japan- -1,831;  Israel--2, 000;  Netherlands-- 
2,200;  Belgium- -6, 550;  Denmark —7, 000;  Syria— 300;  Spain— 156,  and  Iraq  — 
250.    Coconut  oil  exports  of  8,017  tons  were  to  tho  United  States—  6,5*+$ 
(Gulf);  Formosa  —1^2;  Union  of  South  Africa— 505;  Netherlands --297;  and 
Europe  (optional) --52-5  tons. 

(Continued  on  Page  165) 


FOREIGN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS 


Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors 
and  consumers  of  farm  products  of  current  developments  abroad  in 
the  crop  and  livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and 
consumption  of  farm  products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.  Circulation 
of  this  periodical  is  free  to  persons  in  the  U.S.  needing  tho 
information  it  contains  in  their  farming,  business  or  professional 
operations.    Issued  by  tho  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D«C. 


August  18,  1952 


Foreign  Cropa  and  Markets 


COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

EGYPTIAN  COTTON  EXPORTS  IN 
FIRST  10  MONTHS  OF  1951-52 

Exports  of  cotton  from  Egypt  during  August  1951  through  May  1952,  the 
first  10  months  of  the  1951-52  season,  amounted  to  752,000  hales  (of  500 
pounds  gross),  slightly  more  than  half  the  1,45^,000  bales  exported  during 
the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  season.    Thus  far  in  1951-52  India, 
France,  and  Italy  have  "been  the  most  important  destinations  for  Egyptian 
cotton,  with  shipments  of  98,000,  96,000,  and  9^,000  bales,  respectively, 
going  to  these  3  countries.    About  79,000  bales  were  shipped  to  the  United 
States  and  68,000  bales  to  the  United  Kingdom.    These  5  countries  have 
accounted  for  58  percent  of  total  exports  in  the  first  10  months  of  1951-52, 
while  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1950-51  shipments  to  the  same  countries 
were  69  percent  of  total  Egyptian  cotton  exports .    With  the  exception  of 
France,  considerably  less  cotton  has  been  exported  to  each  of  these  countries 
in  1951 -52  than  a  year  earlier.    Of  particular  significance  has  been  the 
decline  in  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  from  383,000  bales  during  the  first 
10  months  of  1950-51  to  only  68,000  bales  in  the  like  period  of  1951-52. 

Exports  improved  somewhat  in  May  over  previous  months  and  were  reported 
to  have  continued  rather  heavy  in  June,  due  in  part  to  the  removal  of  the 
export  tax  on  all  cotton  shipped  from  May  19,  1952,  through  the  end  of  the 
current  Egyptian  season,  August  31,  1952..    In  addition,  prices  of  Egyptian 
cotton,  especially  the  shorter  staples,  declined  to  a  level  competitive  with 
similar  growths  in  other  countries.    One  trade  source  has  estimated  that 
exports  during  the  first  11  months  of  the  1951-52  season  approached  850,000 
bales,  which  would  place  exports  in  June  near  100,000  bales. 

Although  additional  interest  has  Deen  shown  in  Egyptian  cotton  since 
the  temporary  elimination  of  the  export  tax,  there  remains  a  sizable  quantity 
which  will  probably  be  purchased  by  the  government  under  the  current  support 
program.    The  government  purchased  July  Karnak  contracts  at  the  equivalent 
of  72.25  U.S.  cents  a  pound  for  Good  Karnak,  and  will  purchase  August  Ashmouni 
contracts  based  on  41.62  cents  for  Good  Ashmouni.    Although  no  official  sta- 
tistics are  available,  it  has  been  estimated  that  close  to  250,000  bales 
(of  500  pounds  gross)  were  in  government  hands  in  July. 

On  July  21  the  government  issued  LI^15  million  (approximately  $^3  million) 
of  Treasury  notes  to  assist  in  the  financing  of  its  price -support  operations. 
This  loan- -a  3-year  loan  at  3.5  percent  Interest- -was  fully  subscribed  on  the 
first  day.    The  government  also  had  prepared  to  offer  another  loan  of  LE10 
million  (about  $29  million)  for  5  years  at  3.75  percent  interest,  but  has 
withheld  issuance  with  the  hope  that  the  first  loan  will  be  sufficient  to 
cover  necessary  cotton  purchases.    Members  of  the  trade  feel  that  the  govern- 
ment will  have  to  sell  some  of  its  large  holdings  if  floating  of  the  second 
loan  is  to  be  avoided. 
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A  step  was  recently  taken  by  the  government  to  encourage  the  export  of 
additional  cotton  through  private  hands,  thereby  decreasing  the  quantities  remain- 
ing to  be  acquired  by  the  government.    On  July  13  it  was  announced  that  the 
government  -would  accept  all  old-crop  (1951-52)  cotton  until  September  10,  1952, 
at  the  same  basic  prices  of  72.25  and  kl.62  cents  a  pound  established  earlier. 
In  order  to  avoid  possible  sale  conflicts  between  old  and  new -crop  (1952-53) 
cotton,  the  government  has  placed  the  opening  date  of  ginning  the  new  crop  on 
September  10,  1952. --Eased  in  part  on  reports  by  Carroll  Ft  Conovor  and  Perry 
Ellis  of  the  American  Embassy,  Cairo. 


EGYPT:    Cotton  exports  by  countries  of  destination;  averages 
1934-38  and  1945-49;  annual  1949-50  and  1950-51; 
August -May  1950-51  and  195-1-52 

(Equivalent  bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of 
destination 


Year  beginning  August  1 


August  -May 


:19"P":3H" 


Averages 


1,000 
bales 


Austria.,  :  18.4 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  l8„7 

Czechoslovak  a  :  59.9: 

France  :  215.2 

Germany  ,  :  171.6 

Hungary  ,  :  18.3 

Italy   1.14.7 

Netherlands  ,„..:  5.7 

Poland.  ,  :  38,5 

Rumania  :2/  39,0 

Spain  :  4j.6 

Sweden  :  12.3 

Swl  tz  erland  :        71 . 1 

Uni  t  ed  Ki  ngdom  :  55k ,  4 ; 

Yugoslavia  :  3/ 

China.  :  20.9 

India  :       99. 9; 

Japan. .  .  c  ,    :  148.5 

United  States  :  kQ,Q 

Soviet  Union  :  3/ 

Other  countries  ;  "%''(,?. 

Total  : 

l7    Two -year  average „    2/  Four -year  average, 
countries,     4/    Not  available.    5/    Three -year 
7/    Chile  21.6. 


T9W-W 


1949-50 


1,000 
bales 


1/ 


1/ 

i/ 

2/ 


16.3 
17.0 

52.5 
161.9 
30.9 
lk.k 
163.8 
29.6 
16.2 

HJ  , 

25.4 
17.0 

33.4 
367.5 
34.5 

y 

22.5 
89.1 
129.4 


1,450.9 


1,000 
bales 


11. 

14. 

46. 
184. 

42. 

12. 
124. 

55. 

17. 

23. 

23. 

27. 

42. 

317. 

28, 

295! 

14. 
135. 
163. 

56. 


1950-51 


it 


1,000 
bales 

16.1 
12.5 
57.6 
100.0 

56.7 

14.4 
186.3 
39.4 
14.3 
2.3 

62.8 

11.5 
41.  k 

382.6 
39.8 
12.6 

221.3 
65.9 

145.4 

0 

48.9 


1950-51  •  1951-52 


1,000 
bales 

14.9 
12.2 

56.3 
93.6 
45.7 
13.7 

183.5 
38.9 
13.7 
2.3 
53.3 
11,5 
41.1 

382.6 
39,8 
11.6 

191.6 
57.0 

145.4 
0 

45.8 


1,531.8:  1,454~.5 


1,000 
bales 


55o.l 

37  If  any,  included  in  Other 
average.    6/    Chile  21,2. 


8,8 
5.4 

32.7 
96.1 
46.3 
17.0 
94.0 

7.5 
6.1 
33.4 
41.6 
1.4 
20.5 
68.3 
1.5 
9.3 
98.4 

30.5 
79.1 
38.5 
15.5 


751.9 


Compiled  from  Monthly  Summary  of  the  Foreign  Trade  of  Egypt  and  official  reports 
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INDIAN  1951-52  COTTON 
IMPORTS  EXCEED  1950-51 

Imports  of  cotton  into  India  during  the  first  10  months  of  the 
1951-52  season  amounted  to  921,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross),  kh  percent 
more  than  the  638,000  balea  imported  in  the  corresponding  period  of 

1950-  51.    About  689,000  bales,  or  75  percent  of  the  10 -month  total,  origi- 
nated in  the  United  States,  compared  with  only  251,000  bales  (39  percent) 
imported  from  this  country  in  the  same  period  of  1950 -51  •    In  'the  first 

10  months  of  the  1951-52  season  100,000  bales  wore  imported  from  Egypt, 
69,000  bales  from  Kenya,  and  1+1,000  from  the  Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan.  All 
of  these,  however,  were  substantially  below  imports  from  these  othor 
sources  in  tho  corresponding  period  of  1950-51?  when  imports  from  Egypt 
amounted  to  166,000  bales,  from  Kenya  132,000,  and  from  the  Sudan  57? 000. 

Imports  of  cotton  into  India  were  slow  in  getting  under  way  in  1951-52, 
with  only  about  100,000  bales  entering  the  country  in  the  first  3  mouths 
of  the  season,  compared  with  more  than  260,000  bales  imported  in  the  corre- 
sponding months  of  the  preceding  season.    In  the  next  7  months  of  1951-52, 
however,  well  over  800,000  bales  of  cotton,  were  imported.    Imports  in  the 
entire  1951 -52  season  will  probably  exceed  a  million  bales,  considerably 
more  than  the  807,000  bales  imported  in  1950-51.    More  than  70  percent  of 

1951-  52  imports  is  expected  to  consist  of  United  States  cotton,  as  contrasted 
with  the  37  percent  of  total  imports  in  1950-5-1  originating  in  this  country. 
The  favorable  price  relationship  between  American  cotton  and  other  growths 

is  primarily  responsible  for  the  large  purchases  made  in  the  United  States 
in  1951-52.  Imports  from  the  United  States  in  1952-53  are  not  expected  to 
approach  the  same  magnitude  as  in  1951-52. 

While  in  the  first  8  months  of  the  1951-52  season  exports  amounted  to 
less  than  2,000  bales  in  ail  (a  fraction  of  the  1+1,000  bales  exported  in 
the  like  period  a  year  earlier),  rapid  improvement  lias  occurred  in  recent 
months.    Exports  totaled  84,000  bales  in  the  first  11  months  of  1951-52, 
less  than  60  percent  of  the  1 1+8, 000  bales  exported  in  this  period  of  1950-51. 
Japan  has  continued  to  be  a  good  outlet  for  Indian  cotton  with  exports  to 
that  country  totaling  1+3,000  bales  in  the  first  11  months  of  1951-52,  about 
equal  to  the  U5,000  bales  exported  to  Japan  in  the  name  months  of  tho  pre- 
ceding season.    Exports  to  the  United  States  have  amounted  to  7,000  bales 
thus  far  in  1951-52  and  6,000  bales  were  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom.  In 
this  period  of  the  1950-51  season,  56,000  and  23,000  bales,  respectively, 
were  exported  to  these  two  destinations.    The  export  quota  for  1951-52  has 
been  periodically  increased  to  the  present  total  of  21+6,000  bales,  and  it 
is  reported  that  all  but  about  1+0,000  bales  of  this  quota  have  been  sold. 

Beneficial  rains  in  many  of  the  cotton -producing  regions  of  India  in 
recent  weeks  have  brightened  the  outlook  for  the  1952-53  cottou  crop. 
Trade  sources  have  estimated  the  crop  will  yield  between  3  million  and  3.11+ 
million  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross),  assuming  favorable  weather  during  the 
remainder  of  the  growing  season.    This  would  compare  with  the  1951-52  crop 
of  approximately  3  million  bales  and.  the  cotton  production  goal  for  1952-53 
of  roughly  3.1  to  3-2  million  bales. 
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COTTON -PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  WORLD  MARKETS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  world  markets 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange. 


COTTON: 


Spot  prices 
average , 


in  certain  foreign  markets,  U.S.  gulf -port 
and  taxes  incident  to  exports  _____ 


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 


Alexandria 

Ashmouni ,  FG  ,  , 

Ashmouni,  Good 

Ashmouni,  FGF  , 

Karnak,  FG  . .  . , 

Karnak,  Good  . , 

Karnak,  FGF  . . . 
Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine  

Broach  Vijay,  Fine... 
Karachi 

4F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine.. 

289F  Sind,  SG,  Fine. . 

289F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine 
Izmir 

Acala  I  

Acala  II  

Adana 

Acala  I  

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  3-l/2.. 

Tanguis,  Type  5  

Pima,  Type  1  

Recife 

Mata,"  Type  h  

Sertao,  Type  k,  .....  , 
Sac  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5. . .  . 
Torre on 

Middling,  15/16"  

Ho  us  t  on -Ga 1  ve  s  t  on  - Ne w 

Orleans  av.Mid.  15/16 


Date 
1952 


8-14 
it 

it 

ti 

it 

it 

11 
11 


8-14 
tt 


8-12 
it 

tt 

8-14 
tt 


Unit  of 
wei  ght 

Kan tar 
99.05  lbs. 


ii 
it 
11 

Candy 
jQk  lbs. 

Maund 
82.28  lbs. 

11 

Kilogram 
2.2046  lbs 


Sp.  quintal 

101.4  lbs. 
n 


Arroba 
33.0?  lbs. 


Sp.  quintal 
101 A  lbs. 

Pound 


:  Equiv. 

US^  a  lb. 

;Unit  of 
\  currency 

;  Price  in 
f orei  gn 
currency 

;  spot 

,  quo- 
tation 

;Export  & 
:  inter- 
mediate 
:  taxes 

:Tallari  : 

•  ti 

•  it 

.      "  . 

83,50 
73.25 
70*25 
139.00 
TP  00 
72.00 

:  48.15 
:  42,24 
:  40.51 
:  80.15 

:  6z  01 

:  41.52 

:  

;  

: Rupee  : 

•  "  < 

•  11 

1/  700,00 
2/  825.00 

■  18.62 

:  21095 

10.64 
10,64 

•  11  , 

:Kurus  ; 

•  11 

278c 00 
255*00 

:  45.04 
:  41.31 

;   

•  11 

235.00 

;  38,07 

:So.l  : 
11 

520 e00 
500 c 00 
670,00  : 

:  33,30 
:  32.02 
42.90 

9.31 

8.00 

•  6^16 

:Cruzei  ro 
.      ti  , 

305.00 
_/  365,00  : 

50,18 
60»05 

\290c  ad 

:  valorem 

.  11 

:Peso 

-      295.00  : 
250900  : 

48.53 
28.66 

:3.0$  ad 
:  valorem 
:  5.50 

:Cent 

XXXXX  : 

38.88 

Quotations  of  foreign  markets  and  taxos  reported  by  cable  from  U.S.  Foreign  Service 
posts  abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 
1/   Reported  700*00  to  730,00  (19,42).    Ceiling  820,00  (21,82). 
2/    Reported  825,00  to  840,00  (22.35).    Ceiling  925,00  (24, 6l). 
2/   Nominal . 
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1952-53  EGYPTIAN  COTTON 
ACREAGE  BY  VARIETIES 

On  August  6,  1952,  the  Egyptian  Government  released  the  official 
estimate  of  area  planted  to  cotton  by  varieties  for  the  1952-53  season. 
There  was  only  a  small  decrease  in  total  area  from  2,055,000  acres  in 
1951-52  to  2,01+2,000  in  the  current  cotton  year.    The  most  notable 
change  was  the  large  increase  in  acreage  planted  to  Karnak  variety, 
from  7^7,000  acres  in  1951-52  to  969,000  in  1952-53-    This  wa3  probably 
due  in  large  part  to  the  favorable  prices  which  prevailed  for  Karnak 
during  much  of  the  1951-52  season.    Also  significant  were  the  declines 
in  acreage  planted  to  Menoufi  and  Giza  30.    The  trend  in  1952-53 
appeared  to  be  toward  a  greater  concentration  of  area  in  the  two 
varieties  of  Karnak  and  Ashmouni.    In  1952-53  these  two  represented 
81.6  percent  of  the  total  area;  compared  with  only  71.6  percent  in  the 
previous  season. 

Thus  far  the  current  crop  has  made  satisfactory  progress,  especial- 
ly in  Upper  Egypt.    Lower  Egypt  has  recovered  from  earlier  delays  due  to 
cool  weather,  and  insect  damage  has  been  negligible.    All    reports,  though 
unofficial,  seem  to  point  toward  rather  high  yields  in  1952-53. 


EGYPT:    Area  planted  to  cotton,  by  varieties, 
1951-52  and  1952-53 


Variety 

1951-52 

:  1952-53 

:  Acreage 

Percent  of  total 

:  Acreage 

:  Percent  of  total 

Karnak   

7^7,271 

!  36.1+ 

:  969,026 

:  Vr.5 

Menoufi  .... 

:  1^7,397 

i  7.2 

;..  31,752 

:  1.6 

Giza  30   

:  356,91*+ 

:  17.!+ 

:  281,916 

:  13.8 

Giza  31   

i  2>07 

0.1 

:  6,338 

!  0.3 

Zagora   

;  7^,802 

3-6 

:  5^,561 

:  2.7 

Ashmouni  . . . 

:  723,981 

:  35.2 

697,004 

:  3^-1 

Other   

1,900 

!                0.1  i 

1,102  i 

Total  .... 

2,05^,672  : 

100.0  ; 

2,01+1,699  ; 

100.0 

SUGAR 

1951  CUBAN  SUGAR  PRODUCTION 
AT  ALL  TIME  HIGH 

The  grinding  of   sugarcane  in  Cuba  for  the  1951-52  season  came  to 
an  end  about  August  1  and  resulted  in  a  total  output  of  7,96!+, 000  short 
tons  of  raw  sugar.    This  sugar  crop  set  a  new  all-time  high  for  Cuba; 
it  exceeded  by  a  wide  margin  the  previous  high  record  of  6,675,000  short 
ton3  set  in  19I+7-I+8  and  compares  with  6,3*1-8,000  tons  produced  in  19 50-51. 
A  combination  of  an  increased  acreage  harvested  and  relatively  high 
yields  of  cane  per  acre  accounted  for  the  large  crop  this  season. 
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FRUITS,  VEGETABLES  AND  I'WTS 

CANADIAN  APPLE  AND  PEAR 
PROSPECTS  DOWN 

Late  July  indications  point  to  moderately  smaller  crops  than  a  year 
earlier  for  apples,  pears,  plum3  and  prunes  and  grapes  in  Canada,  "but 
larger  crops  of  peaches,  apricots,  cherries  and  berries.    During  the 
early  summer  dry  weather  prevailed  in  the  fruit  growing  areas  of  Ontario, 
Quebec,  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  adversely  affected  the  "berry 
crops . 

The  prospect  for  apples  is  for  sharply  smaller  crops  in  Ontario 
and  Quebec  but  for  slightly  larger  crops  in  Nova  Scotia  and  British 
Columbia,  the  two  exporting  provinces.    Production  of  apples  in  Nova 
Scotia  is  indicated  at  1,930,000  "bushels  this  season  compared  with 
1,539,000  last  season  and  that  for  British  Columbia  is  6,986,000  bushels 
compared  with  5,103,000.    For  all  of  Canada  the  crop  is  indicated  at 
12.8  million  "bushels  this  season  against  13.6  million  in  1951*  Although 
the  total  output  is  expected  to  bo  smaller  than  in  trie  1951  season, 
the  prospect  for  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  is  not  bright  and  Canadian 
producers  have  indicated  that  about  2,250,000  bushels  may  be  exported 
to  the  United  States  compared  with  1,111,000  bushels  in  1951-52.  Exports 
to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1951-52  totaled  about  1,000,000  bushels. 


First  estimate  of  fruit  production  in  1952  with  comparative 

figures  for  1951 


Description 

;  Unit 

:  Production 

:  1951 

:  1952 

• 

;  Shou sands 

:  Thousands 

CANADA 

* 

:    13,613  1/ 

!  12,844 

:      1,201  1/ 

:■  973 

1  623 

:  1,766 

:  2,019 

:.  49 

:  337 

:  428 

:  435 

25,445  1/ 

26,511 

 :  qt. 

12,724  l/' 

13,106 

887  ! 

1,437 

88,303 

88,275 

17  Revised. 


Prepared  in  the  Crops  Section,  Agriculture  Division,  in  co-operation  with 
the  Federal  and  Provincial  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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FATS  AND  OILS 

INDONESIAN  COPRA  EXPORTS 
IN  JULY  BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Indonesian  copra  exports  during  July  1952  amounted  to  19,W>1  long 
tons,  or  a  decrease  of  6h  percent  from  July  shipments  a  year  ago.  Ship- 
ments during  July  1952  were  consigned  as  follows:  West  Germany-1^, 299 
tons;  Denmark- 2,500;  Netherlands- 1, 579;  Austria-591;  and  France-ij-92  tons. 
June  shipments  1952  have  "been  corrected  to  35;  O'jk  tons,  with  exports  to 
the  Netherlands  revised  downward  to  11,799  tons  (both  figures  "being  58 
tons  less  than  corresponding  data  published  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
July  lk,  1952,  Late  News,  page  h6)  .    January-July  exports  of  206, 338 
tons  were  about  one-fifth  less -than  shipments  during  the  corresponding 
period  1951. 

Copra  Foundation  purchases  in  July  totaled  21,800  tons  (East  Indo- 
nesia- 17,  322  tons  and  West  Borneo-^,  14-7  8  tons).    July  deliveries  of 
copra  to  oil  mills  were  10,923  tons.    The  copra  buying  price  in  East 
Indonesia,  which  rose  10  rupiahs  July  16,  remains  at  80  rupiahs  per 
hundred  kilograms.    Production  and  exports  of  Indonesian  copra  for 
August  are  forecast  at  27,065  and  2^,605  tons,  respectively. 

MEXICAN  COTTONSEED  OIL 
INDUSTRY  CONTINUES  EXPANSION 

Another  new  Mexican  cottonseed  oil  mill,  completed  in  late  July 
1952,  was  scheduled  to  begin  operation  on  August  1,  according  to  the 
American  Consulate,  Guaymas.    About  130  short  tons  of  cottonseed  will 
be  processed  in  the  plant  each  day.    Product  output  will  be  the  same 
in  volume,  with  a  small  percentage  of  waste  material,  and  will  con- 
sist of  about  15  percent  oil,  35  percent  feed  cake,  10  percent 
cotton  lint,  and  kO  percent  hulls.    While  most  of  the  oil  will  be 
shipped  to  edible  oil  plants  in  Mexico,  it  is  expected  that  much  of 
the  feed  cake  and  hulls  will  be  exported    to    the   United  States.  (For 
information  in  regard  to  other  cottonseed  oil  mills  in  Mexico  see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Market a  of  April  16,  1951,  page  kk2,  and  June  k, 
1951,  page  o53 •)  ~ 

SOUTH  AFRICA  EXPORTS 
FISH  BODY  OIL 

South  Africa  is  releasing  significant  quantities  of  crude  fish 
body  oil  for  export,  as  output,  for  the  first  time  since  the  develop- 
ment of  the  industry,  exceeds  local  demand,  reports  E„  w.  Burgess, 
American  Consulate  General,  Capetown.    Of  the  current  season's  pro- 
duction, 2,2*1-0  short  tons  already  have  been  sold  to  a  British  firm  at 
168  per  long  ton  ($170  per  short  ton)  c.i.f.,  Rotterdam  for  July- 
August  delivery.     It  also  appears  likely  that  an  additional  tonnage 
will  be  available  for  export  later  in  the  year. 

(See  LATE  NEWS,  Page  I53,  regarding  Indonesian  and  Philippine  exports 
of  palm  oil  and  copra) . 
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As  previously  reported  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  May  12, 
1952,  page  432),  production  of  fish  body  oil  during  the  1952  season 
is  expected  to  reach  22,kOQ  short  tons.    Of  this  quantity,  local  con- 
sumers have  contracted  to  take  16,800  tons  at  L70  ($175)  P©**  ton 
f  .o.r.  Vredenberg.    Because  of  the  drop  in  prices  of  animal  and  vege- 
table oils  on  the  world  market,  domestic  users  are  understandably 
reluctant  to  add  to  their  present  commitments  at  this  price.    Whole  - 
sale  prices  are  fixed  yearly  by  the  South  African  Fish  Body  Oil 
Producers'  Association,  subject  to  government  approval. 

INDONESIA  REDUCES  SURTAX  ON 
COPRA,  PAIM  OIL  AND  KERNELS 

The  Government  of  Indonesia  has  lowered  the  additional  export 
duties  on  copra  to  15  percent  and  on  palm  oil  and  kernels  to  5  percent, 
effective  August  1,  1952,  according  to  information  available  to  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Formerly  subject  to  a  sur- 
tax of  25  percent,  copra  now  ceases  to  be  classed  as  a  11  strong" 
commodity.    Palm  oil  and  kernels  formerly  were  in  the  "medium"  com- 
modity classification  with  an  additional  export  duty  of  15  percent. 
This  action  apparently  was  taken  by  the  Government  to  prevent  possible 
production  drops  in  view  of  recent  price  decreases. 

On  February  k,  1952,  the  Government  of  Indonesia    abolished  its 
complicated  system  of  Foreign  Exchange  Certificates  and,  at  the  same 
time,  devaluated  the  currency  from  3.8  rupiahs  to  one  United  States 
dollar  to  11. ij-  rupiahs.    In  order  to  make  up  revenue  lost  under  the 
new  system,  the  Government  decided,  effective  on  the  same  date,  to 
levy  additional  export  duties  on  certain  commodities,  the  amount  of 
the  surtax  to  vary  according  to  the  market  strength  of  each  commodity. 
Copra  and  rubber  were  the  only  2  commodities  initially  classed  as 
"strong,"  the  surtax  on  rubber  being  reduced  from  25  to  15  percent 
in  early  June . 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

EGYPT  REPORTS  SMALLER 
WHEAT  PRODUCTION 

Production  of  small  grains  in  Egypt  in  1952  is  less  than  in 
1951,  according  to  the  first  official  estimate.    The  decline  is  the 
result  of  a  reduction  in  wheat  acreage  and  a  very  slight  reduction  in 
per-unit  wheat  yields.    Barley,  in  contrast,  shows  a  slight  increase 
in  both  acreage  and  yields. 

The  wheat  harvest  is  tentatively  estimated  at  kO  million  bushels 
compared  with  about  k-5  million  a  year  ago  and  the  prewar  average  of 
k-6  million.    The  acreage  for  the  current  crop  is  estimated  at  1.1+0 
million  acres  compared  with  1.55  million  in  1951'    That  reduction 
took  place  despite  the  government's  efforts  to  stimulate  wheat 
production.    A  discouraging  factor  is  believed  to  be  the  failure  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  a  substantial 
increase  in  the  price  to  be  paid  for  requisitioned  wheat. 
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The  suggestion  was  that  growers  be  paid  about  the  same  as  the 
price  paid  for  imported  wheat.  Present  rates  are  somewhat  below  the 
rates  paid  for  imports.  As  a  result  of  the  decline,  Egypt  will  be 
more  dependent  on  imports  to  bridge  the  gap  between  production  and 
the  country's  requirements,  Imports  for  the  year  ended  June  1952  were 
about  33  million  bushels,  Of  that  amount  about  10  million  bushels 
were  brought  in  under  the  International  Wheat  Agreement, 

Latest  reports  indicate  that  the  government  assures  producers 
a  substantially  higher  price  for  1953  wheat,  in  order  to  encourage 
expansion  of  wheat  acreage.    Moreover,  measures  are  to  be  taken  to 
put  some  restrictions  on  cotton  acreage  and  to  assure  increased  wheat 
seeding. 

Barley  production  in  1952  is  estimated  at  5.U  million  bushels 0 
Though  about  17  percent  above  the  small  1951  crop,  this  is  somewhat 
below  earlier-season  expectations  as  well  as  sharply  below,  the  pre- 
war average  of  10. 7  million  bushels.    The  current  crop  would,  however, 
bo  sufficient  to  cover  domestic  requirements. 

FPANCE  ANNOUNCES 
1952  WHEAT  PRICE 

The  wheat  harvest  in  France  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  that 
of  any  recent  year,  with  private  estimates  as  high  as  320  million 
bushels.    Producers  of  this  crop  will  receive  the  same  basic  price  for 
1952  crop  wheat  as  they  received  for  the  1951  crop,  according  to  a 
recent  announcement  by  the  French  Government.    Some  increase  had  been 
expected  over  last  year's  rate  of  36OO  francs  per  metric  quintal 
($2,814-  per  bushel  at  the  current  rate  of  exchange)  but  the  decision 
to  maintain  prices  at  the  old  level  was  announced  despite  growers' 
claims  of  higher  production  costs. 

The  original,  announcement  carried  a  statement  that  calculations 
according  to  the  legal  formula.  Indicated  growers  were  entitled  to 
expect  an  increase  of  150  franco  per  quintal  (about  1?  cents  per 
bushel)  but  the  Government  called  on  producers  to  accept  the  old  rate 
with  an  assurance  that  the  Increase  would  go  frto  effect  if  the  price 
level  resumes  an  upward  trend.    Later  the  government  announced  tho 
basis  on  which  the  increase  would  bo  allowed. 

The  increase  of  150  francs  would  go  into  effect  if  the  weighted 
index  of  wages  and  five  key  commodities  rises  10  percent  between  now 
and  January  15.    Reduction  of  taxes  paid  by  most  producers  was  also 
announced.    This  would,  in  effect,  give  producers  an  increase  of 
*t-0  francs  per  quintal  over  the  1951  prices. 

Basic  prices  of  secondary  grains,  other  than  corn,  remain  un- 
changed except  that  premiums  for  quality,  previously  restricted,  may 
now  be  freely  negotiated.    The  effect  is  to  free  rye,  oats  and  barley 
from  price  controls,  the  basic  price  serving  only  as  a  floor  price. 
The  basic  price  for  1952  corn  is  increased  kOO  francs,  bringing  it 
to  3600  francs  per  quintal  ($2.65  per  bushel  in  United  States  currency). 
Quality  premiums  remain  restricted  but  premiums  for  disinfecting  may 
be  froely  negotiated. 
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EGYPT'S  RICE  ACREAGE 
SMALLEST  IN  15  YEARS 

Limited  water  supplies  in  Egypt  this  season  again  restricted 
the  area  to  be  planted  in  rice.    The  estimated  1952  acreage  shows 
a  considerable  decline  even  from  last  year's  reduced  area  and  is 
the  smallest  since  1937.    For  the  last  2  years  the  volume  of  water 
available  from  the  Nile  River  has  been  below  normal,  and  it  has 
been  necessary  for  the  Government  to  ration  its  use  for  various  crops. 

The  Government  is  li id. ting  to  379,000  acres  the  area  for  which 
water  can  be  made  available  for  rice  growing.    Last  year's  rice  acreage 
is  estimated  at  507,000  acres  compared  with  the  record  of  816,000 
acres  in  19^8.     Some  10,000  to  15,000  acres  additional  may  be  cultivated 
this  season  in  the  Fayoum  area  where  irrigation  water  comes  from  such 
sources  as  springs  and  not  from  the  Nile  River. 

This  year's  rice  crop  to  bo  harvested  mainly  in  November  is 
estimated  at  approximately  1,150  million  pounds  of  rough  rice,  or 
15  percent  less  than  last  year's  small  outturn  of  around  1,365 
million  pounds.     Before  World  War  II,  Egypt's  rough  rice  output  averaged 
annually  nearly  1,500  million  pounds;  production  expanded  during  the 
war,  and  has  continued  to  increase  in  postwar  years,  when  (19^5-^9)  on 
the  average  the  high  level  was  maintained  of  2, '+50  million  pounds  of 
rough  rice. 

Egypt's  Minister  of  Supply  lias  stated  that  no  exports  of  rice  will 
be  allowed  in  1952,  even  those  called  for  under  existing  trade  agree- 
ments.   Normally  the  Government  requisitions  roughly  50  percent  of  the 
year's  crop,  and  requires  the  mills  to  process  it,  and  hold  the  milled 
rice  available  for  Government  export  sales 0    This  year  the  Government 
has  announced  that  it  will  not  requisition  rice  and  will  allow  it  to 
go  directly  from  the  mills  to  local  merchants. 

BIJPMA  ALLOCATES  MORE  RICE  BUT 
PRICES  INCREASE  10  PERCENT 

The  Government  of  Burma  early  in  July  informed  buyer  nations 
that  allocations  for  the  second  half  of  1952  were  as  follows  in  million 
pounds  (1,000  long  tons  in  parentheses):    Ceylon  179  (80) ;  Indonesia 
13^  (60);  Japan  67  (30),  and  the  United  Kingdom  58  (26).    An  allocation 
of  jSk  million  pounds (350,000  tons)  to  India  for  the  year  was  also 
confirmed;  5X5  million  pounds  (230,000  tons)  on  a  Government -to-Government 
basis,  and  269  million  pounds  (120,000  tons)  through  private  trade 
channels. 

At  the  same  time  the  Government  indicated  that  two-thirds  of  the 
trade  would  continue  to  be  on  a.  Government -to -Government  basis  and  one- 
third  on  a  private  trade  basis,    Prices  of  the  rice  sold  on  a 
Government -to -Government  basis  will  be  10  percent  higher  than  the 
price  paid  for  specific  grades  in  the  January-June  period.  Current 
quotations  on  milled  rice  range  from  $6.88  to  $7.5^  per  100  pounds. 
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BUEMA:    Sales  and  allocations  of  rice  from  the 

 I95i:.52  crop,  as  of  July  15,  1952 

:  January-June 
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million  pounds  to  England,,  19  million  to  Persian 
areas,  and  7  million  pounds  to  Finland. 
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BURMA:  Export  prices  of  rice,  Government- to -Government, 
 April  and  July,  1952  


Grade 


Ngasein,  Special  Quality,  35-percent  broken a. 
Ngasein,  Small  Mill  Special,  i+2-percent 

broken  3  ,  ,,  

Ngasein,  Small  Mill  Quality,  38-percent 

broken a  

Meedone  Bazaar  Quality,  33-percent  brokens... 
Meedone  Special  Quality 

Sughan&i,  38 -percent  brokens  

Milchar  No.  1  (boiled  rice)  

Mil  char  No.  2  , 

Full  bo  j  led  

1/  Quotations  in  Kyats  per  long  ton  converted 
official  rate  of  exchange  (Kyais*-$°«2l)  . 


Price~Tr 


April  1952 

:    July  1952 

Dollars  per 

jDollars  per 

100  pounds 

; 100  pounds 

6.67 

:  7.33 

6.25 

6.88 

6.39  : 

7.03 

6.39  ! 

7.03 

6.67  : 

7.33 

6.51  : 

7.16 

6.77  ' 

7.5^ 

6.67  : 

7.33 

6.32  : 

6.95 

to  dollars  at  the 


Government  officials  state  that  the  rice  supply  situation  of 
Burma  will  be  reevaluated  in  September  and  at  that  time  additional 
allocations  for  shipments  during  this  year  might  be  made.  Most 
observers  believe  that  the  allocation  of  2,0*4-7  million  pounds 
(91^,000  tons)  of  rice  from  the  1951-52  crop  is  significantly  below 
the  export  surplus  of  that  crop.    It  appears  probable  that  an 
additional  336-672  million  pounds  (150-300,000)  tons  will  be  available 
for  allocation  subsequently  during  this  year  or  will  be  carried  over 
into  1953. 
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Burma's  State  Agricultural  Marketing  Board  announced  recently 
that  in  May  that  country  exported  218  million  pounds  (97.439  long 
tons)  of  milled  rice  and  rice  products,  "bringing  the  total  during  the 
January-May  period  to  1,273  million  pounds  (568, Mil  tons),  including 
54  million  pounds  (24,247  tons)  of  "bran, 

LATE     NEWS-  (Continued  from  Page  153) 

The  copra  export  price  in  mid-August  was  reported  at  $126  a  short  ton 
c.i.f .  Pacific.    Local  buying  prices  in  Manila  ranged  from  21  to  21.50 
pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($106.69-$109 .23  per  long  ton)  and  in  producing 
areas  from  20.00  to  22.50  pesos  ( $101 . 6l-$ll4 . 31) .    Cumulative  Philippine 
copra  and  coconut  oil  exports  January-July  1952  were  3^0, 884  and  48,136 
tons,  respectively.    (February  1952  coconut  oil  exports  from  the 
Philippines  have  been  revised  downward  to  6,716  tons,  as  the  result  of 
a  reduction  in  the  export  tonnage  to  the  United  States  of  182  tpns-Atlanti 


United  States  cotton  exports  in  June  1952  totaled  272,476  hales 
of  500  "pounds  gross  ( 2b 4, T-TB" running  hales),  making  a  total  of  5*663,023 
"bales  (5,471,808  running  hales)  for  August-June  1951-52,  compared  with 
4,147,504  bales  (3,978,832  running  bales)  for  the  similar  period  in 

1950-  5I,  The  principal  destinations  for  the  I95I-52  exports  were  Japan, 
1,046,000  running  bales;  India,  747,000;  United  Kingdom,  638,000;  Italy, 
539,000;  Western  Germany,  431,000;  France,  299,000,  and  Canada,  279,000. 
Exports  of  cotton  1 inters  from  the  United  States  during  August-June 

1951-  52  totaled  262,000  bales  (480  pounds  net),  compared  with  104,000  bale 
for  the  same  period  of  1950*51 •    The  United  Kingdom,  France,  Germany, 

and  Japan  have  received  119,000,  54,000,  42,000,  and  27>000  bales, 
respectively,  during  August-June  1951-52.     Imports  of  cotton  iinters  into 
the  United  States  during  the  11-month  period,  August-June  1951-52  totaled 
142,000  bales  (480  pounds  net)  against  104,000  bales  for  August-June 
1950-51 •    Most  of  the  imports  received  this  season  have  been  from  Mexico, 
44,000  bales;  the  Soviet  Union  26,000;  and  Brazil,  20,000. 


The  Government  of  India  recently  announced  that  an  additional 
4l,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross)  of  Bengal- type  cotton  would  be  per- 
mitted export.    This  increased  the  export  quota  from  the  1951-52  crop  to 
287,000  bales,  of  which  164,000  bales,  or  57  percent,  consisted  of 
Bengal  cotton. 


